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APPROBATION SERMON; 
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BY ONE OF HIS INTIMATE FRIENDS. 
Others there are, by Man firſt Pargons made, | 2 : 4 
Who teach poor thoughtleſs You Tx their godly TRADbR, | 


That they, when taught how, gracefully to ſpeak, 

To chop a little LATIN, He nw, Garter; 

Wich ſtore of learned Lumber on their Shelves, | 
May drive, in Time, that pious TRAbr themſelves: 

Live quite genteel upon ſome Cyuurcats Stock, 

So fleece, not feed the unſuſpecting Flock. 
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HE following are the Particulars which gave riſe 
to the preſent Publication, 


Amour the Beginning of the Year 1745, a Diſſent- 
ing Congregation in Warwickſhire, wrote to the Board 
of Baptiſt Minifters in London, requeſting their Aſſiſ- 
tance in helping them to a Miniſter. They (by a 
Mr. Wilſon, one of the Members of that reverend 
Aſſembly) returned them an Anſwer in which they 
ſaid, ** He cannot help you to one theſe twelve Months. 


Tas late Mr. Thomas Gurney (a Gentleman 
well known in the religious World, but long fince 
deceaſed) hearing of this, wrote a very ſmart ſatyrical 
Poem, and addreſſed it, To the ingenious Gentleman 
who found out an Anſwer to Warwick Churches 
Requeſt, without ſaying, If it ſhould pleaſe Gon to raiſe 
up an able Miniſter, we will let you know of him, and him 
of you.” | | 


Traits manuſcript Letter he incloſed in another, 
directed to the ſaid Board of Miniſters, then meeting 


at Blackwell's Coffee-Houſe; wherein he ſays, Wor- 
thy Gentlemen: In giving my Approbation on 
Actions which deſerve Remark, I am a fallible Crea- 
ture, and liable ſometimes to go too far with m 

Encomiums. If any thing here ſhould appear like 
Flattery, I hope thoſe nearly concerned (whoever they 
| a 2 be) 


[iv } 


be) will paſs that by, conſidering how far Bigotry 
oftentimes carries the unthinking.—But the Matter 
will be better explained in a Dialogue (I know not 
but I ſhall preſent you with one) between old Mr. 
Pious and Finic his Wife, occaſioned by young 
bois Far preaching his Approbation Sermen ; who 
was made an able Miniſter of a very new Teſtament, 
by the learned and reverend Dr. Know- little; wherein 
his Apparel, Deportment, and Addreſs to the People 
are conſidered, and much admired by Madam.“ 


Tuxss Letters were afterwards printed, and of 
courſe the Public were in Expectation that the 
Dialogue would preſently fol low; but the Multiplicity 


of Buſineſs in which Mr. Gurney was neceſlarily 


engaged, deprived him of an Opportunity of preparing 
it for the Preſs. After his Deceaſe ſome Fragments of it 
camie into the Hands of the Compiler, with whom they 
remained for about ſeventeen Years, without the leaſt 
Intention of ever making them public; but being 
lately in company with one of Mr. Gurney's particular 
Friends, and hearing that Gentleman expreſs his Con- 
cern that the ſaid Dialogue never appeared; he told 
him he had ſome Fragments of it, written in Short- Hand 
by Mr. Gurney himſelf, which if he pleaſed, he would 
tranſcribe for bim, if he thought the Peruſal would 
afford him any Pleaſure. This Propoſal was accepted; 


the Fragments were tranſcribed and preſented, the 


Conſequence of which was, a Requeſt that the Tran- 
ſcriber would put a finiſhing Hand to the Work. 
This Requeſt was complied with, and it was then 
agreed, at ſome convenient Seaſon to ſend it to the 
Preſs. | | 291 
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PREFACE, 
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Through t 
us the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and by him, all that 
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T is the current Teſtimony. of the Sacred 

Scriptures that all Men have ſinned, Rom. 
iii, 9—18. Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law, 1 John iii. 4. He that offendeth in one 
Point is guilty of all, James 1i. 10, 11. and the 
Wages of Sin is Death, Rom. vi. 23. The 
Law is the Miniſtration of Condemnation to 
every Tranſgreſſor, 2 Cor. iii. 9g. Therefore by 
the Deeds of the Law, ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified 
in the Sight of Jznovan, Rom. iii. 20. 


Bur Gor hath, according to his Promiſe, 
raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour, Feſus, Acts xiii. 23. 
who ſuffered, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he 


might bring us unto Gov, 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
1 Man therefore, is preached unto 


believe, are juſtified from all things from which 
they could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, 


Acts xiii. 38, 39. 


Farrn Seth 57 hearing, and n by 
che Word of Gop, Rom. x. 17. Jenovan 
Harth therefore appointed a ſtanding Miniſtry, 


to che end that Men might hear the Goſpel, 
b believe 
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believe on the Load Jzsvs CurrsT, and- be 
ſaved : for, How ſhall they believe on him of 
whom they have not heard? and how ſhall they 
hear without a Preacher? Rom. x. 14. 


GiFrTs qualifying Men for the Work of the 
Miniſtry are, a Ming bent and diſpoſed to a 
conſtant, diligent, and attentive reading and ſtudy 
of the tioLy ScrIPTURES, 2 Tim. iii. 15— 17. 
The Underſtanding opened to underſtand them, 
Luke xxiv. 45. Memory to retain, or recollect 
the Truths ſtudied and underſtood, Pſalm cxlv. 
7. 1 Cer. xv. 2. Judgment, rightly to divide 


the Word of Truth, 2 Tim ii. 15. Utterance, 


or an eaſy Delivery of Matter pre-conceived and 


methodically arranged, 1 Cor. i. 5. Eph. vi. 19. 


Palm xlv. 1. and Boldneſs or Courage in deliver- 
ing the ſame, Acts iv. 13, 29, 31. 


Tnos extraordinary Gifts peculiar to the 
Apoſtolic Age, ſuch as, working Miracles, diſ- 
cerning of Spirits, healing, diu kinds of 
Tongues, and the like; ſeem to be no Part of 
the Apoſtles Ability 10 preach the Goſpel; but 
ſerved rather to prove their divine Miſſion, and 
_ conſequently the Truth of thoſe Doctrines which 
were delivered by them. They went and 
preached" every where, Mark xvi. 19, 20. Gop 
alſo bearing them itneſs, both with Signs and 
Wonders, and divers Miracles, and Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, Heb. 11. 3, 4. 


Jenovan 
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Ixnovan is the Author and Donor of all 
miniſterial Gifts. There are Diverſities of 


Gifts, but the fame Spirit; and there are Dif- 


ferences of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord; 
and there are Diverſities of Operations, but it is 
the ſame Gop which worketh all in all, 1 Cor. 


X11, 4—6. 


Min1STERIAL Gifts, and regenerating Grace, 
though both by the /ame Spirit, and by the Ad- 
miniſtration of the ſame Lorp, Jesvs EEHRIST, 
are Things diftin? in themſelves, and ſeparable in 
the Subject. Diſtinct in themſelves; becauſe Gon 
gives miniſterial Gifts to many whom he does 
not regenerate, and regenerates many to whom 
he gives not miniſterial Gifts. Separable in 
the Subje&t; otherwiſe no Man could be a.gra- 
cious Man, but he that hath miniſterial Gifts; 
and no Man could have miniſterial Gifts, but he 
that is born of the Spirit : both which are appas 
rently falſe in common Experience. 


Jopas was choſen of CnRISsT to be an Apoſ- 
tle; and he gave him a joint Commiſſion with 
the reſt of the Apoſtles to go and preach the 
Goſpel, and Power to work Miracles, and caſt 
out Devils. No difference was diſcerned between 
Judas and the reſt of the Apoſtles in Parts, or 
Powers, or Pains, or Succeſs in the Miniſtry: 
The Scripture makes no Difference between them 

| b 2 in 
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in theſe Reſpects, ſee Matt. x. 1—8. Matt. 


xi. 1. Mark iii. 14—20. Luke ix. 1, 2, 6, 10. 


Mark vi. 30. But Judas was nat regenerated: 
He was a Thief, John xii. 6. the Son of Per- 
dition, John xvii. 12. a Devil in Diſguiſe, John 


vi. 70, 71. aud a vile Traitor to his Lord and 
Maſter. 


Tunosx who preached ChRISH out of Envy 
and Strife, of contention, not ſincerely, ſup- 
poſing to add Affliction to Paul's Bonds, Phil, 
1. 15, 16. muſt have had miniſterial Gifts, elſe 
they could not have preached CHRIS TN; but their 
End in preaching CnrisT, argued the higheſt 
Degree of Malice and Wickedneſs. 


MixtsrERIAL Gifts are not to be acquired 
by all the Wiſdom and Efforts of Men, whether 
regenerate or unregenerate. Not of regenerate 
Men. Paul declares himſelf to be an Apoſtle, 
not of Men, neither by Men, but by Jzsvs 
CarisT, and Gop who raiſed him from the 
dead, Gal. i. 1. and that he was made a Miniſ- 
ter of the Goſpel, according to the Gift of the 
Grace of Gop given unto him, by the effectual 
working of his Power, Eph. iii. 7, And ſpeak» 


ing of himſelf and his Brethren in the Miniſtry, 


he ſays, Not that we are ſufficient, to think any 
Thing as of ourſelves, but our Sufficiency is of 
Gop, who hath alſo made us able Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. And 

again, 


— 
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again, We have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of 
God, and not of us, 2 Cor. iv. 7. Not of anre- 
generate Men: For the natural Man, the wiſe 
Philoſopher, the Man of the higheſt Attain- 
ments in human Scicnce and Literature, the 
Man of refined Reaſon and of the greateſt natu- 
ral Parts and Abilities, receiveth not the Things 
of the Spirit of Goo; the Truths of the Goſpel 
indited by that Spirit; for they are Fooliſhneſs 
unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


Fox Men therefore to pretend, by kane 
teaching, to confer thoſe miniſterial Abilities. 
either upon natural or regenerate Men, which 
are the Gift of Gop by Jesus CurisT, can only 
be effected by the teaching of his Spirit, and are 


beſtowed upon good and bad Men, according to 


his own ſovereign Will; is not only vain and. 


fruitleſs, but Prefumption in the extreme. 


Tur Aboundings of Immorality, and the 
viſible Decline of vital Godlineſs among thoſe 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, are Reaſons 
aſſigned by ſome, for lending an helping Hand 
in ſupporting and training up young Men for 
the Miniſtry ; but let every pious Uzzah beware 
of thus unwarrantably putting forth his Hand 


to ſupport the ſhaking. Ark, leſt he be ſmitten 
for his Error. 


Cw. 


CHRISTIAN, 
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Cnxisriax, your Lord hath taught you the 
moſt effectual, and the only Method, for obtain- 
ing a Supply of faithful, laborious, and diſ- 
intereſted Miniſters of the Goſpel :- Pray ye 
(not the Heads of public Seminaries or Acade- 
mies, but) the Lok D or Taz Haxvesrt, that Hx 
(not they) would ſend forth Labourers into his 
Harveſt, Matt. ix. 38. And let Goſpel 
Churches beware of quenching the Spirit by 
deſpiſing prophecying, or the Gift of teaching, 
in any of their Members, 1 Theſſ. v. 19, 20. 


but, on the contrary, let them cheriſh thoſe 


Gifts, and put ſuch Brethren in Remembrance 
that they ſtir up the Gift of Gop which is in 


them, 2 Tim. 1. 6. Invite and encourage them' 


to a frequent Exerciſe of the ſame, for the 
Edification of their own particular Community, 
until Gop ſhall be pleaſed to open a Door for 
their Entrance into the public Miniſtry; and then 
ſeparate them for the Work whereunto he hath 
called them, Acts xiii. 2. praying earneſtly, 
that Gop would be with them, and uſe them as 


nſtruments in his Hand, to open the blind 


Eyes, turn many from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto Gov, that 
they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheri- 


tance among them which are ſanctified by Faith 


that is in CarrsT JEsvs, Acts xxvi. 18. 


As 
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As for thoſe who make a TRAbE of the Miniſ- 


try, and whoſe ſrſt Motive for over-ſeeing Souls 
is ſo much a Year; who train up others to the 
ſane CRarr whereby they themſelves bave 
_ gotten their Wealth, and with the ſame Views ; 
Irnovan hath denounced a moſt awful Woe 


againſt them, Ezek. xxxiv. 1—10. nor ſhould 
we bid ſuch Deceivers God-ſpeed, or receive 
them into our Houſes, leſt we be Partakers 
with them of the Puniſhment due to their Evi. 
Deeps. Like Iſrael's Prophets of old, they are 
unfit for Watchmen, being blind, and ſo incapa- 
ble of diſcovering an approaching Enemy. 
Dumb Dogs that cannot bark, therefore unable 
to give warning of Danger, how near ſoever it 
may be. Lazy, liſtleſs Dogs, ſleeping, lying 
down, loving to ſlumber: Yea, they are greedy 
Dogs, which can never have enough ; and they 
are Shepherds that cannot underſtand. They 
all look to their own Way, every one for his 
Gain from his Quarter. Come, ſay they, we 
will take Wine, and we will fill ourſelves with 
ſtrong Drink ; and to-morrow ſhall be as this 
Day, and much more abundant, Iſa. Ivi. 10—12. 
Theſe Men are Enemies of the Croſs of 
CaRIST 3 whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe Gop 
is their BeLLy, whoſe Glory is in their Shame, 


who mind eartbly Things, Phil. iii. 1 L, 19, 


Diner Oppoſites theſe, to the Apoſtles | 
(their Brother Judas excepted) who made it 


apparent 
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apparent to all the World mat they ſought no 
temporal benefit; but on the contrary, left their 

Families, their Profeſſions, and all the Comforts 
of life, to wander about the Earth, and preach 
| Cnn1ST crucified ; expecting no Reward to them- 
ſelves in this Lite, but Beggary, Stripes, and 
even Death itſelf. 

Ms ke. 

Drarcr Oppoſites theſe, to the faithful, diſ- 
intereſted Miniſters of Jzsus CnxIST, who feed 
the Flock of Gop which is among them, taking 
the Overſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, but 
willingly; not for fi/thy Lucre, but of a ready 
Mind, 1 Pet. v. 2. Having nothing in view 
but the Glory of Gop, the Honour of their 
' MasTzs, the Salvation of Sinners, and the 
Edification of the n to Yor they 


* miniſter, 


A 14. 
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WHEN Zion's Kins (a) aſcended up on high, 
And conquering, captive led Captivity :; 
He, ſeated on his high majeſtic Throne, 5 

Receiv'd, and ſent the promis'd Spirit (b) down ; 
Imparting Gifts to Men, in different Meaſure, (c) 
According to his FaTHER's Will and Pleaſure, (4) 
To preach his Goſpel, and confirm the ſame, 

By Signs and Wonders, wrought in his great Name, 


To him, and him alone, all Pow'r is given, 
(Himſelf declares it) (e) both in Earth and Heaven; 
To fend forth Preachers, bid his Cauſe revive, 

Is his, and only his Prerogative. 

Yet ſome preſumptuous Men, in this our Land, 
Pretend (at leaſt) to lend an helping Hand : 

Others there are, by Men firſt Parſors made, 

Who teach poor #:oughtieſs Youth their godly TRA DR; 
That they, when taught how gracefully to ſpeak, 

To chop a little Latin, Hebrew, Greek; 

With Store of learned Lumber on their Shelves, 


May drive, in time, that pious Trade themſelves: 
| A Liv: 


(a) Pſalm ii. 6G (84) Ads ii. 33. (ce Eph. v. 3-13. (d)H b. 
ii. 4. (e) Matt, xzviii. 18-20. 
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Live quite genteel upon ſome Chufches Stock, 
Bo fleece, not feed, the unſuſpecting Flock. — 


One of theſe Youths, with learned Ignorance fraught, 

Proclaim'd the bet the Doctors ever taught, 
Return'd from School, where he the Laurels won, 
No matter what his Name, we'll call him Dox;) ( 

Being to preach within a certain Town, 

( To ſhew his Parts, no doubt, and get Renown) 

Vaſt Multitudes were poſting on their Way, 
To hear this Novice make his fir Eflay ; 

Whoſe num'rous Tongues made ſuch a buzz, and 

humming, 


As meets the Ear from Sound of diſtant drumming. 


Advancing briſkly, ſoon as I drew near, | 
They, by their converſation, I could hear, 
Were much divided *bout this young Divine : * 
Some ſaid he would, and ſome he would not ſhines : 
I think, ſays, one, he'd better ſtay'd, I own, 4 
At Jericho, until his beard were grown. 
Why ſo? another preſently replies; 
Although he's young, he may be very wiſe, 

I fear (another added) he won't pleaſe : 
Thus each, in turn, expreſs'd his own Ideas, 


— 


Finding about this Lad ſo great ado, 
I ſaid within myſelf, I'll hear him too; 
Perhaps the riſing Generation, may 
Emerge from cloudy, into brighter Day, 


Without diſcovering what was my intent, 
I join'd the multitude, and onward went; 
Greatly diverted as ] paſs'd along, 
With the ſtrange Chit-Chat of th' expectant Throng. 


Come 3 
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Lore, or Mifter” 
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Come to the Place where Saints aſſembling meet, 
Before the Pulpit ſoon I took my Seat; 
When lo, our Don, with flow and ſolemn Pace, 
Advanc'd towards that high—not holy Place, 
Mounting the Roftrum with an eaſy Air, 
(The fitteſt Place be ſure to utter Prayer) 
When Chenamab, (g) Maſter of the Song, 
Had chanted long enough, and held his Tongue; 
Young SPoiL-TExT roſe; in form addreſs'd the Lord; 
And though he did not read it Word by Word, 
But clos'd his Eyes, as if he had been led 
By God's own Spirit, whilſt he ſtood and pray'd: 
I really think, he'd penn'd before each Part, 
And got the whole, as School- Boys ſay, by Heart, 


Praying that God his promiſe would fulfil, 
He join'd this doubtful Phraſe, if 't be thy Mall; 
And utter'd Contradictions to his Shame, 

Which I, for Brevity, forbear to name : 
Except this one, which ſure muſt be confeft 

As great a Contradiction as the reſt ; 

He begg'd Aſſiſtance from an Arm divine 

To preach, though all was written Line by Line, 
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When Prayer was over, ſtanding in his Place, 
He, from his Pocket, drew his Sermon - Caſe; 
Neat bound in black, and edg'd with ſhining Gald, 
Which, like the Epheſians canjuring Books of old, 
Did ſuch confus'd, dark myſteries contain, 
Diana's Prieſts twould puzzle to explain: | 
And which, had God's own Mord prevailed more, 
Don would have burn'd, as they burn'd theirs before, (5 


A 2 Not 


(g) 1 Chron, xv. 23, 270 (U Ac xx. 19, 20. 
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Not diffident, or in the leaſt perplext, 
As it is uſual firſt to name a Text, | 
He read the following as his Ground to go on, 
« Now then we are Ambaſſadors,” (i) and ſu on: 
And laboured hard to prove, (if that could be) 
n Himſelf included in the Pronoun WE; 
Whereas I ſaw, and pitied his Condition, 
He came with 7 utor's, not with Carr's Commiſhon, | 


Then, after making all this ſenſeleſs Stir, 
To dub himſelf the Lord's Ambaſſador ; 
Onward he read ſuch heterogenious Stuff, 
That of his Sermon made me tit'd enough, 
Such horrid Grating in my Ears he ſaunded, . 
As then my Underſtanding quite confounded. N 


Don having done, elaps'd the Time allow'd, 171 , | 
We left the place ; I mingled with the Croud, A 8 
Determin'd ne'er to hear this Youth again, ; 
Till better taught, than he'd been taught by Men. 


Muſing within myſelf where this would end, 
And griev'd, I did my Time ſo idly ſpend ; 
As on the Road, I penſive paſs d along, 
I heard a female Voice among the Throng, 
Sound louder than the reſt.— I nearer drew, 
An Opening ſoon preſented to my View, 
A Male and Female, walking Cheek-by-Jowl, us | 
(She a well meaning, he a pious Soul) | 
Engag'd in deep Diſcourſe: I ſlipp'd behind | | 
The Pair contending, with a curious mind; 
And heard the Dame accoſt her Huſband thus, 
„OO what a Teacher's here conſign'd to us!“ 


I gave 


(i) 2 Cor, v. 20. 


0 . 


I gave Attention as ſhe chatter'd an, 
In praiſe of all ſhe ſaw, and hcard from Don: 
Her Huſband ſmil'd; but ſmiling ſhook his head, 
And whiſper'd ** Wite, take care you're not miſled,” 


ce Miſled ! my Dear, ſaid ſhe, by Man ſo choice! 
What! he miſlead me!“ here ſhe rais'd her Voice 
And faſter talk'd : He, as her Clapper ran, 
Once more broke Silence, and he thus began, 


Provus, 


Softly, my Dear ; I pray thee, why ſo warm 
Againſt your Spouſe? I really meant ne harm 
In what I ſaid. I fay again, take care 
You're not miſled, and drawn into a Snare 
For ſure the Sermon of this reading Youth, 
Ran far and wide of ſimple Goſpel Truth, 
And proves to me that Parſons made in Schagls, 
Return from thence, but more actompliſh'd-F ol. 
You know 


Finic. 


Excuſe my interrupting you, my Dear ; 
But this is Language which I cannot bear, 
It gets the etter of my Patience quite, 

To hear you utter Words ſo full of Spite. 
In my opinion, nothing can be worſe, 
Than treating Miniſters of Jesus thus; 
But Prejudice | 


PꝛIous. 


Hold, hold! dear Wife, don't let your Anger riſe 3 
Compoſe yourſelf a little, I adviſe : 
And as of Reaſon you are not bereft, 
And have, I hope, a little Patience left; 
Attend 


vs 
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Attend to what I further have to ſay, 

And keep your Anger to ſome future Day, 
The Words I utter'd, thought by you unwiſe, 
Did not from Spite or Prejudice ariſe ; 

I only us'd them, cauſe I thought them pat: 
And are you angry with me, Love, for that ? 


Finic. 


Huſband, this Declaration's very idle ; 

That Man, you know, that doth not curb and bridle 
His flippant Tongue; the Apoſtle tells you plain, 
Deceives his Heart, and his Religion's vain. (+) 

An evil Heart you know, my Dear, affords 

Not only evil Thoughts, but bitter Words : 
And if you own the Apoſtle's Doctrine true, 
Then, think what Judgment I muſt form of you. 


Pio us. * 1 


1 thank you, Wife, for this your well-meant Hint; 
Becauſe there ſeems ſome Shew of Reaſoning in't; | f 
But, on this Ground, you muſt condemn, and do, 

F Both Jesus CHRIST, and his Apoſtles too. 
The learned Phariſees you know, and Scribes, | 
Were reckon'd very pious by the Tribes | 
That heard them read, and preach, the Law of Moſes ; 
But Jesvs their true character diſcloſes ; 
He calls them Vipers, Serpents, Fools, and blind, 
The Devil's Children, Hypocrites, (/) we find: 
Paul calls ſuch falſe, (tho? learned) Teachers Dogs; (n 
Jude, filthy Dreamers; () Peter, Swine or Hogs: (o) 
'Then where's the evil, if like learned Tools, 
4 venture to pronounce, accompliſh'd Fools ? 
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Fini1c, 


My Dear, I'm quite impatient to reply, 
Your Argument's ſo full of Sophiſtry : 
Do you pretend to have ſuch Gifts as they, 
Can you diſcern the Spirit's (p) Love, I pray ? 
Prove this, or elſe I ſtill affirm you're wrong: 
Prove this, and then your Wife will hold her Tongue, 


Pro us. 


To think, much leſs to prove, I'm not fo mad, 
That I have the ſame Gifts the Apoſtles had; 
Nor are they wanting here; for all might ſee, 


Don's Doctrine and the Scriptures diſagree. (4) . 


Forſaking then the Scripture's perfect Rule, 

At beſt, he's but a letter-learned Fool ; 

Boaſts in a Gift of Falſhood (r) hat more plain? 
And ſo like Clouds and Wind that bring no Rain. 


FINIC. 


Women are ſo perverſe, their Huſbands ſay, 
That right or wrong, they will have their own Way: 
And now you've prov'd that Saying, if 'twere' true, 
Applies as well to Women's Huſbands too, 
Nevertheleſs, as on we homeward walk, 
Indulge me with a little further talk : 
For, though you're prejudic'd againft the Man, 
And call him ugly names—perhaps you can 
Remember ſome few Things in his Oration, 


Which yet, I hope, hath met your Approbation. 


Pious 


To ſpeak my Mind, I think (now do not grumble) 
Never was Text ſo marr'd, nor ſuch a jumble 


Of 
(p) x Cox. xii, 10. (f) 1 Pet, ir, 11. (-r) Prov, xxv. 14. Margir, 
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(8) 
Of incoherent and romantic Stuff, 
Deliver'd to a People—ſure enough, 


From the Beginning, down to the Concluſion, 
The whole was Myſtery, Chaos, and Confuſion, 


Finic. 


Well, Huſband, this is really quite provoking z 
You're not in earneſt ſure, you muſt be joking ; 
Or elſe this knack at cavilling you diſplay, 
Merely to hear what your weak Wife will ſay. 
However, Huſband, I'm not ſuch a Fool 
As you may think——and as your Ridicule 
Hath ftirr'd me up; as I'ma living Woman 
T'l1l alſo ſpeak my Mind, and care for no Man. 


Prous, 


Go on, my Dear, you have my free Conſent 
do ſpeak your Mind, and give your Paſſion vent. 


FINIc. 


Paſſion ! pray Huſband, what do you mean by that? 


I'd have you know, and tell you plain and flat, 
No ſuch emotion in my Soul I feel; 

I'm only prompted by a godly Zeal, 

To vindicate what I efteem the Truth, 

As *twas deliver'd by this learned Youth. 


Piovus. 


Well, call it Zeal then, if you're fo inclin'd ; 
Only go on, and freely ſpeak your mind, 


FINIS. 


& Never was Text fo marr'd,” I think you ſaid ; 
This I impute to the Weakneſs of your Head: 


And, 


„ 
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And, ſhould you clamour till your Lungs were hoarſe, 
I fay, it was a heavenly, ſweetDiſcourſe. 

He ſhew'd, you know, ſoon after he began, 

How God is reconcileable to Man: 

How he delights to ſee us all do well, 

And fain would ſave us—if we will—from Hell; 
How (that we might not miſs of Joys above) 
Gop, of his boundleſs, univerſal Love, 

Sends his Ambaſſadors, to let us know 

The way to gain his Favour here below; 
Become his Children, and enjoy his Spirit ; 

And ſo, at laſt, eternal Life inherit. 

O with what Fervor (not as many preach) 

Did he the unconverted then beſeech 


To fin no more; but quit that dangerous Road, 


And inſtantiy be reconcil'd to Gov ; 


Shew'd how the Day of Grace they might abuſe, 
And periſh, like the unbelieving Jews 

This, this is preaching ! Gop would have us all 
Be wiſe betimes, and hearken to his Call; 
Surely this Star muſt ſhine above the reſt, 


When he arrives amongſt the happy bleſt. 
* 


Provus. 


My dear, I think there's one Thing you've forgot, 
Or purpoſely omitted it, if not, 
No matter which to me, that reſts with you: 
Your Favorite, you know, made great ado 
To prove (if that could be), ſure this can't pleaſe us, 
He came to us, Ambaſlador from IEsus. 
I ſaw his Craft in this, as well as Pride; 
For, if his Miſſion cannot be deny'd, 
His Auditors are bound to pay Attention, 


To lies of Tutors, and his own invention : 
B For 
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For they, like antient Prophets, () oft proclam 
And publiſh ep our FO a INE. 3 


And 3 
4 : Finic. 


And what ?——why will you thus mie your 
Tongue 
In uttering Slander ? this i is very wrong. 
Tis at your Peril (though you think you're 880 
If you the Servants of your Lord deſpiſe. 
Who ſuch deſpiſe, their Maſter doth acquaint him, 
Deſpiſes Him, and ſo the Gop that ſent him. (t) 
Confeſs your Sin, and Pardon aſk of Heaven; 
And may ſuch Thoughts and Words be all forgiven. . 


Prous. | _ 


I ſee, my dear, you're waxing warm again; 
And will do ſo, whilſt you miſtake ſuch Men 
For Miniſters of CHRIST, and plead their Cauſe, 
A lighting Word, 1 ſee, like Viper gnaws, 
Corrodes, and frets your very inmoſt Soul ; 

You cannot, will not bear the leaſt Controul. 


FIN Ic. 


Huſvand, I am a little warm I know, 
But your provoking Language makes me ſo: 
For who can hear ſuch godly Men revil'd, 
And keep their Patience, or at all be mild? 
That Preachers of the Goſpel do ſuſtain 
That honorable Title's very plain. 
« We (Preachers) are Ambaſſadors,” ſays Paul ; (u) 
If this is true of ſome, why not of all ? 
The Title does belong to ſome, you ſee, 
And who can have a better Claim than he? 

X Pious. 


(s) Jer, xiv. 14. (e) Luke x, 16. () 2 Ccre v. 20. 
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Provs. 


Let thoſe who think he's ſent by ChRIST, receive 
him: * | 
He ſays he is, but I do not believe him. 
He that bears Witneſs of himſelf, you know, 
His Witneſs is not true, (x) CaHRisT tells us ſo; 
Therefore I can't believe him. here I fix it, 
Becauſe I only have his ih dixit. 


FINIS. 


If by this Shew of Reaſoning you would wound me, 
Or meant by Scraps of Latin to confound me, 
I do aſſure you, Huſband, you have miſs'd on't 
He's one of CRHRIST's Ambaſſadors, I do inſiſt on't. 


Ptovs. 


If you inſiſt he came with CarisT's Embaſſage, 
Then I inſiſt, he loſt it on his Paſſage 
And forg'd another whilft upon the Road, 
That ſo we might eſteem him ſent of Gov. 
For I affirm, his Words (I don't bely him) 
Were not the Words of Jesus ſpeaking by him. 0 


FINIc. 


Huſband, if ſpeaking thus, you don't blaſpheme, 
I'm ſure your words are rancorous in th' extreme, 
Indulging ſuch a Spirit, who could wonder, 

If Gop ſhould cut the Thread of Life aſunder, 

And call you quickly to his awful Bar, 

To anſwer for ſuch horrid Speeches there? 

Were this the caſe, I aſk—and pray reflect, 

What kind of Treatment could you there expect ? 
N B 2 P1oUs, 


(x) John v. 31. (f) 2 Cor. ili. 3. 
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Provus. 
To be condemn'd at once, if Goo, tis true, 
Were not more wiſe, and merciful than you. 
But lay aſide your fiery Zeal, my dear, 
And let me aſk you one plain Queſtion here : 
Paul, you'll allow, was by the Spirit led, 
As ſent by ChRISsT, the Churches living Head. 
Don muſt be led by the ſame Spirit too, 
If he is CyriIsT's Ambaſſador, you know. 
Now then I aſk—the Fruth by Paul eſteeming, 
How came your Ipol to miſtake his Meaning? 


Finic. 


Why there now ſee, you can't even aſk a Queſtion, 
Unleſs you tack a Sarcaſm, or a Feft on 
My Idol, truly! Huſband, I deny it, 
And who aſſerts it, gains no Credit by it. 
I can't, in Love it ſeems, eſteem him highly 
For his Works ſake, (z) as Paul, I think, ſays nigh)y; 
But preſently I muſt be told by you, 
He's both my Favorite and my Ipor tou. 
That he's my Favorite, I freely own ; 
But as for IpoLs, Huſband, I have none. 


Piriovs. 


I fee I cannot ſpeak a ſingle Word, 
How true ſoever, but it doth afford 
Such Store of Fuel for your inbred Fire, 
As makes it burn more fierce, and flame the higher. 
But pray be cool that Word don't bear ſo hard on; 


If not us'd fitly, Love, I beg your Pardon. 


Finic, 
(=) 1 Theſſ. v. 13. ** 


l 1 


FIN Ie. 


Be not ſarcaſtic then - behave genteely ; 
Aſk but ſincerely, and you have it freely. 


Prous. 


Well then, my Dear, though from the Point you've 
ſtray'd, 
I hope you'll now advert to what I ſaid, 


And ſpeak with Temp'rance in your Favorite's Cauſe, 
You will remember then, my Queſtion was, 
(Not in what Heathen Fields he had been gleaning? 


But,) how he came to miſtake th* Apoſtle's Meaning. 


Fini1c. 


Can you ſuppoſe a Youth of his diſcerning, 
So fam'd for Wiſdom, Piety, and Learning : ' 
Who knows the Greek (in which Paul wrote) ſo well, 
Can't, after all, th' Apoſtle's Meaning tell ? 


Priovus. 


My Wife, if I miſtake not, here affects 
The Craft and Cunning of moſt other Sets ; 


Who, when they're pos'd by Queſtion from a Brother, 
Get rid of that, by aſking him another. 


Anſwer my Queſtion, if you can, my dear, 
Tis not your turn to aſk a Queſtion here. 


Flic. 


Anſwer your Queſtion ! no, indeed, not I, 
Tis not worth anſw'ring ; ſo ] will not try. 


You know the Proverb, uttered oft by Man, Sir, 
Fools may aſk Queſtions, which the Wiſe can't anſwer, 


Pious. 
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PIo us. 


I underſtarid you, though not bred at School ; 
You're a wiſe Woman, I, it ſeems, a Fool - 
Well, be it ſo; I'm not offended, Polly, 

Bear with me then a little in my Folly, 
And I will ſhew, although your Faith it joſtle, 
He quite miſunderſtood the great TY 


1 


Bear with you who can bear with ſuch a Man ? 
You're quite unbearable ! I know you can 
Turn any Scripture juſt which way you pleaſe, 
And wreſt the Senſe of PF Text with eaſe, 


Provs, 


Don't put yourſelf in ſuch a Paſſion, Love, 
ym ſure this Wiſdom comes not from above: 
You're full of Indignation now, I ſee, | 
And all this Wrath is level'd too at me. 

Say, are you prompted now by godly Zeal ? 
Let Conſcience fpeak—to Conſcience I appeal ; 
Nor can I heſitate a ſingle Minute, 


To ſay, if Zea!, there's nothing $09 in it. 


Fine, 4 | 


I own, I fee myſelf a little warm, 
And that diſtemper'd Zeal may raiſe a Storm : 
If therefore, I've diſcover'd too much heat, 
In carrying on with you this ſharp Debate, 

I muſt defire, and hope you'll not refuſe, 

My undue Warmth of Temper to excuſe, | 
Concluding by your gentle Nod, tis done, 
I'm all attention do, my dear, go on. 
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PIous 


You ſaid, © He ſhew d, ſoon after he began, 

How God is reconcileable to Man?“ 

To talk at this rate, ſure was very idle; 

That Word's not in the Tert, nor in the Bible. 

How dext'rous he, who could then, in a Minute, 

Shew that from Scripture which was never in it. 

Gop reconcileable to Man's a Whim, 

Found only with ſuch Novices as him; 

Nor does the Apoſtle ſay (for that were odd) 

God's reconcil'd to Man—but Man to Gop ; 

And in the Verſe before the Text doth ſhew, 

That Gop in CHRIST's the Recanciler too. . 
Now do you, can you, really think, my dear, 

Don underſtood the Apoſtle's meaning here ? 


| FINIS. 

Though the word reconcileable is not 
Found in the Text, or in the Bible, Sot ; (a) 
What matters that? in his and my Account, 
There certainly are others tantamount. 
If fo you might have ſpar'd your ſhrewd remark 
On his Dexterity—and ſhew'd ſome Spark 
Of Candour—if indeed your captious Breaſt, 
Could harbour ſach an amiable Gueſt, 


Piovs 


*T was well you ſaid, 1f ſo,” for 'tis not true, 
Nor can this Youth, nor his Admirer, ſhew 
One Sentence tantamount to that vague Word, 
In all the Scriptures—No, the Spirit's Sword (b) 
Held up, although but in a feeble Hand, 
Puts Balaam's Aſs, and Balaam to a ſtand, 
| Fixrc, 


{(s) Stupid Fellow, (5) Eph, vi. 17. 
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Fertile invention yours ! I needs muſt 14 | 
Then you're the Adverſary in the Way; — 
Your Wife's the Aſi—poor Creature, woe betide herf 
And this dear Man is Balaam, or the Rider, 


P1ovus. 


Well ſaid, my dear, I think you'll make, anon, 
A more expert Expoſitor than Don. 
You ſeem to underſtand my Meaning better 
Than he the Meaning of the Apoſtle's Letter; 
But pray remember, do, my deareſt Jewel, 
That of all Riders, Prie/ts are the moſt cruel, 
If a Prieft's Aſs but ſtart aſide, forſooth, | 
And cruſh his Foot againſt the Wall of Truth ; : 
His anger burns; proud Balaam foams with Rage, 
And nothing now his Malice can aſſuage. i 
« ] would a Sword (he cries) were in my Hand;“ 
(The Civil Sword he means) © I'd rid the Land 
Of ſuch a reſtive Beaſt, and quickly ſtill thee, 
For now-—yes now, I inſtantly would kill thee,” 
But as the MAGIsTRATESs, or good or bad Men, 
Keep this in ſafety from the Hands of Mad- Men 
He takes his Staff of Excommunication, 
And bangs him, for his reſtive Soul's Salvation, 
To Satan—there to learn, when ſcratch'd and tore, 
Not to blaſpheme his Reverend Rider more : 
Whilſt the poor Creature, fill'd with Terror, brays, 
Opens his ſilly Mouth, and trembling ſays, 
«© Ah! am not I thine Aſs ?” and ſhakes his Ears, 
« On which thou'ſt ridden many, many Years : 
And was I wont, 'till now, in that long ſeaſon, 
To wince at Spur, or ſtart afide to Reaſon ?” 


Fixie. 
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FIN Ic. 


Mounting the Aſs of your Imagination, 

You gallop on, without Conſideration. 

Your Beaſt appears indeed, to be a wild one, 

Not half ſo ſafe to ride, as Balaam's mild one. 
She's carried you, it ſeems, (her ſitting firm on) 
Quite out of ſight of this dear young man's ſermon. 


PrioUs. 


Not ſo, my dear. I'll juſt now touch the Rein, 
And bring her to the Starting-Poſt again. 
This ignorant Son of Craftſmen's ſpurious Brood, 
Mongſt other things, I think you told me, ſhew'd, 
How Go delights to ſee us all do well, 
And fain would fave us—if we will - from Hell. 
The Upright in their Way, (c) are God's Delight: 
So far for once, your Fay'rite then is right; 
But where's the upright Man, I wiſh to know, 
Till Energy divine, hath made him ſo ? 
All we like Sheep, I read, are gone aſtray; 
We every one have turn'd to his own Way: (4) 
And Paul declares (which Don ſhould then have done), 
By Nature none are righteous—no not one. (9 
Not Man with Gop; but Gop with Man begins: 
*Tis He that quickens them, (/) when dead in Sins 
And this regeneration from above, 
Is both th' Ee, and Proof of ſov'reign Love. (g) 
How ftrange to hear then, Don, or others tell, 
Gop fain would ſave us, if toe will, from Hell! 
Theſe Sons of Ignorance, in ſpeaking thus, 
Form to themſelves a Gop, like one of Us : 
A Gop, deſirous precious Souls to ſave ; 
Yet can't, it ſeems, unleſs we give him leave. 

C Juſt 


(e) Prov. xi. 20. (4) Ifa, Iii. 6, (e) Rom. iti, 10, () Epts 
Us 2, (eg) Eph, ii. 47 5. 
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Juſt like Darius, who was Daniel's Friend, ( h) 
But wanted Power to effect his End, , 
May ſuch vain Thoughts of Gop, be all ſuppreſt, 
In mine, and in my Wife's well-meaning Breaſt, 
He is th' ALMIGHTY, Sov'REIGN, Gop ſupreme z 
And therefore, nothing is too hard for him, 
Salvation, ſee, depends (now where's Don's Skill?) 
Not on Man's own, but on JEHOVAH's (i) Will, 
« Of his own Will begat he us,” (4) ſaith James: 
Gop fain would ſave us, if we will, Don dreams, 
Talking in ſeep, no wonder he miſtakes ; 
Expects but Nonſenſe, {till the Youth awakes, _ 


FiNnic, 


| What! you're a Calviniſi then, I ſuppoſe : 

"Tis that old Grey-beard leads you by the Noſe; 

His Sentiments are your's, I plainly ſee; 

But James Arminius is the Man for me: 

And him, whom you call Dor, I prize, dear Creature,, 
Becauſe he's like him—yes in every Feature, 


Provus. 


My dear, pray lay afide all Party Names; 

*Tis theſe have ſet the Chriſtian World in Flames, 
Have been the Source of very dreadful Evil : 

The grand Device and Engine of the Devil, 

To wean the Love of Brethren, each from other; (J 
And make one Chriſtian perſecute another. 

I glory only in that Name, CHRIST's Flock 

Were called firſt, I read, in Antioch : (n 

And pray to feel my Soul inflam'd with Love, 

Ta every one, begotten from above. 


Finic, 


| (5) Dan. vi. 14. 92 0 Joba | 13. (I) James i, 18. (1) x Cor, 
iii. N 21. (* A as xi. 26, R 9171100 
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Finic. = 


Since then you glory in the Chriſtian Name, 
Be not cenſorious—here you are to blame. 
* You're too ſeyere upon this dear young Man, 
N And criticiſe on every thing you can. : 


Piriovus. 


Could you but ſee your Darling, how vain-glorious, 
You would not fay that J have been cenſorious. 
Trying his Doctrine, as might be expected, 

I have, you ſee, ſome groſs Miſtakes detected. 

And now (for ſo I feel myſelf inclin'd) 

I'Il point out others, that remain behind. 

And here, a Group preſent themſelves at once ; 

Which plainly prove to me, the Lad's a Dunce; 

Unlearn'd in Scripture—Novice at his Trade; 

Or elſe, I think, he never would have faid, a 

* And that we might not miſs of Joys above, 

Gop, of his boundleſs univerſal Love, 

Sends his Ambaſſadors, to let us know 

The Way to gain his Favour here below ; 

Become his Children, and enjoy his Spirit, Fe | 

And ſo, at laſt, eternal life inherit.“ 

To ſay, Gop's Love is univerſal, boundleſs, 

As it reſpects its Objects, muſt be groundleſs. 

*Tis plain he paſs'd the fallen Angels by : 

Peter and Jude ſay that, (n) and therefore I, 

Sure the old World, (o deftroy'd by dreadful Flood, 

Could not be Objects of the Love of Gop : 

Nor yet the Sodomites, who all were driv'n 

To Hell, by Fire and Brimſtone, (p) rain'd'from Heav'n: 
C2. | Had 


Tn) 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jude ver, 6. (e) Gen, vil. 11-24. (e) Gen. 
xix. 2325. 6 * of | p 
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Had they been ſo, then He, both great and ſmall 
Would have renew'd, and ſo have ſav'd them all. 
Again, to ſay, Goy ſends to let us know , 


The Way, to gain his Favour here below ;” 

Is not ſupported by one Scripture Paſſage : 

Th' Apoſtles came with quite a diſferent Meſſage. 
& Gop hath committed” (is Paul's declaration) 

& To us, the Word of Reconciliation : 

To wit, that HE, in Car1sT his only Son, 

Hath reconcil'd the World t bimſclf.” Tis done. 
Their Freſpaſſes, to them, are not imputed.” (p) 
See how completely Paul hath Don confuted, 
Beſides, JEHOVAH'S Gift (4) of that dear Saviour 
Who bore our Sins, ſprang from his own free Fayour, 
What can be done by Man then, leſs or more, 

To gain that Favour which he had before ? 

Nor were the Apoſtles ſent, to tell Mankind 

How, if they found themſelves but fo inclin'd, 

They might become God's Children—no, my dear, 
Your Fayv'rite is again miſtaken here. 

What they declare is (tho' deny'd by ſome), 

Not how men may, but how they do become 

His Children, and enjoy his Holy Spirit. 

»Tis of free Grace, (r) and not by Works, or Merit, 
Predeſtinated to this high Relation, (3) 

They're born of Gop, (t) in Time, by Regeneration; 
W ho, *cauſe they're Sons, his Spirit doth impart, 
To witneſs this Relation to each Heart: 

And by which Spirit, from Paul's Words we gather, 
They are enabled to cry, Abba, Father. (a) 

Now all, thus born of Gop, Paul there declares 

As they are Children, ſo of Gop are Heirs, (x) 


| Yea, 
(p) 2 Cor. v. 19. (2) John iii. 16. 1 John iv. 9, 10. (r) Eph, 


ij. 8-10. (5) Eph. i. 5,6, (e) Rom. vii. 29. 30. John is 336 
(s) Gal. iv. 6. (x) Yer. To 4 
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Yea more they are (he plainly ſects before Thee) 


Joint Heirs with JESUS CHRIST), 00 of Gop and 
Glory. 


And their belicuing proves, I tell thee, Wife, 

They were ordained to eternal Life. (z) 

Now, if a Man's ordain'd of Gon to this, 

It is not poſſible that he can miſs 

Of Joys above.— We'll ſay then, who dare blame us ? 
Don here, hath prov'd himſelf, an Ignoramus. 


FIN Ie. 


I ſaid beſore, I knew you « could, with caſe, 


Turn any Scripture juſt which Way you pleaſe, 
You've prov'd it now, as plain as plain can be, 
And vilified both this dear Youth and me; 


But, tho' your long Harrangue is meant to ſhiver 
From ſuch Expoſitors, Good Lord deliver us,” 


ProUus. 


Say, from Expoſitors like Don, and then 
P11 join your pray'r, and add a loud Amen. 


FiNnic. 


No no, dear Creature | that Ill never do: 
Ill ſay, from ſuch Expoſitors as you, 


ProvUus. 


Wife, notwithſtanding this your angry fit, 

J have not done with Ignoramus yet. 

Let me remind you of another Blunder ; 

When, after roaring like a Son of 'Thunder, 

In ſofter Tone, vou ſay, ** He did beſeech 

Poor thoughtleſs, unconverted Sinners, each To 


0 ) Rom, vili. 1517. (s, AQs xiii. 48. 
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To ſin no more; but quit that dangerous road, 

And inſtantly be reconcil'd to Goo.“ 

Grounded, no doubt, (as we may well ſuppoſe) 

In his opinion, on the Text he choſe © 

But do, my dear, pray grant me one requeſt ; 

Read then, to whom th* Epiſtle is addreſt. 

Not to the Unconverted, while they nod ; 

But, © to the Saints, unto the Church of God. (a) 

And if to Saints, as ſuch, Paul could not mean 

To bid them quit the dangerous Road of Sin, 

Which Don, from Paper, preſs d ſo very ſore ; 

For this, as Saints, they muſt have done before, 

Now, Wife, what think you of this Youth's Yes 
cerning ? 

Is this a Proof of that ſuperior Learning 

You ſo much boaſted he poſleſs'd, my dear, 

To blunder on, and take no notice here, 

Towhom the Apoftle ſuperſcribes his Letter ? 

Illiterate Poſimen know their Buſineſs better 

Than this /earn'd Blockhead —they can well diſ- 
- tinguiſh 

Each Superſeription, though they ve learn'd but Engl; ib; 

And carry Letters, as it is expected, 

To thoſe, to whom they are by Friends directed. 


FINIc. 


You're running on, my dear, at a ſtrange rate, 
Againſt the Man 1 love; the Man you hate. 
You've call'd him Liar, Bloch head, learned Tool, 
An Ignoramus, an ac compliſh'd Fool. | 
I ſhould not wonder—no indeed, not I, 

To hear you call him Devil, by and by. 


Pious, 


( 2 Cor. i. 1. 


Tas 3 


Prious, 


Perhaps you'd think me very much to blame, 

To call your Favorite by that ugly Name; 

But yet, with Paul, I'll venture to ſay this; 
Falſe Teachers are all Minflers of his, 

And as great Adepts too at Transformation, 

If we believe th' Apoſtle's Declaration. (b) 
But how transform'd ſoever Don may be z 

He, outwardly, is quite as black you ſee, 


Finic. 


Huſband, ſome wrangling Dæmon muſt attend you, 
Or why the Colour of his Cloaths offend you ? 
His decent, miniſterial, black Apparel, 
Is now become the Subject of your Quarrel, 
Four mind is ſo diſorder'd, you're fo vex'd, | 
I think you'll quarrel *bout his Buckles next. 


Prious, 1 
In anſwer, Wife, to this your rude Attack; 

I fay, that CuRisr's Ambaſladers wore nothing black 

As an Inſigne (c) of their high Commiſſion, | 

Sometimes, indeed, they were in black Condition ; 

As Paul, at Lyſtra, where (the more's the Pity) 

They ſton'd, then drag'd him through their dirty City. (d) 

The Apoſtles never us'd fuch vain adorning ; 

Nor brought glad Tidings (e) in a Suit of Mournigs. 

The Reaſon why ſome modern Preachers do it, 

Is plain to me—Love, give me leave to {hew it, 

They, like the pious Scribes and Phariſees, ( 

And, like their Brother, nam'd Diotrephes, (g) 


Love 


+ (8) 2 Cor, zl. 1315. (e) A Mark, or Token, (d) Act: 
xiv. 19. (e) Luke viii. 1, J) Matt, Xii. 5, Mark xii, 38. 
(g) 3 John ver. 9. 
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Love the Pre-eminence to have ſo try 

By Gowns, black Coats, and Bands, to attract the 
Eye 2 | | 

Of 1 — ignorant People, who're ſo idle 

As to negleft the reading of their Bible: 

Therefore, a ſenſeleſs Veneration pay 

To ſacerdotal Garments—thinking they 

Who wear them, muft, and ought to be rever'd 

As Men of Gop, yea, more, as Gods be fear'd, 

Each, taking this unfair Advantage then, 

Of theſe poor blind, deluded, ignorant Men ; 

Puts on his black Habiliment with Care, 

And adds a Bib (b) to make the Vulgar ſtare: (i) 


Then 

(5) A Cambrick, Lawn, or Muſlin Band. 

(i) Other Reaſons are indeed pretended by the Wearer, as, (1.) It is a 
decent Appendage to bis black Habiliment,——This Epithet decent will 
equally apply to the gorgeous Robe of an Archbiſhop, or to the Surplice 
worn by a Pariſh Prieſt. They are both decent, very decent 1 and yet theſe 
are an Abomination in the Sight of a rigid, ſour, Bib-wearing Nonconformiſt; 
who beholds them with Indignation, as Part of the Trumpery of the Church 
of Rome, with which Trumpery bis Bib, it ſeems, has not the leaſt Affinity 
bo can forzar laughing? 

The Plea of Decency failing, it is, (2.) a Badge or Sign of Learning. If by 
Learning, human Literature is intended z we may ſay of it, as worn by many 
(wboſe ſpiritual Gifts are indiſputable) It is a S16N without the Thing Hgni- 
fied; they being ſhameſully ignorant of their Mother Tongue, and as little 
acquainted with the Rudiments of Grammar, as their bumble Servant; for 
which Reaſon, perhaps, they may find it convenient to hang out be Sign of a 
Fox, to prevent Suſpicion that in this ReſpeR they are but ſomewhat 
elſe, No wonder the ] ewiſh High-Prieſt, with the Elders, ſo eaſily 
perceived Peter and John to be un learned and ignorant Men, when they ap- 
peared before their Council at Jeruſalem without this Rag of Decency, if it 
really is (as it is pretended) a Badge or Sign of bumen Literature; but, for tha 
Reaſon before mentioned, we ſec it is no certain Sign toan Auditory, of any 
ſuch Thing, And whoever ſuppoſes this decent Bauble to be an outward and 
viſible Sign, that the Wearer (Ike the unlearned and ignorant Peter and 
John) hath been with Feſus, and learned of bim, need but advert to the preaching 
of ſome, and the Practice of others, whoſe reverend Chins are thus decently 
adorned, to be effectually convinced of their Millake, | 
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Then, ſwell'd with Pride, from Size of tiny Frog, 
To Size of lazy, dumb, or ſnarling Dog; 
Speaks by his dreſs, and carries thus the Farce on, 
cc I'm one of CyRisT's: Ambaſſadors, a reverend PARSON 
To me, I ſay to me, ſuch Power is given, . 
That what I bind on Earth, is bound in Heaven; ( 
If I remit your Sins, they are remitred ; (/) 
If T retain them, you can't be acquitted 
At God's tremendous Bar: (m) Conſider well, 
»Tis mine to ſave, or ſend your Soul to Hell.“ 
And yet *tis Truth, ſo cannot be deny'd ; 
Theſe Scaret-Crows, thus brim full of Self and Pride, 
Depend (for theſe Terrifics muſt be fed) 
On thoſe they thus abuſe, for daily Bread. 
Are all maintain'd (which ſounds a little queeriſh), 
Black- coats by Friends and Gownſ-men by the Pariſh,” 


C 


. FIN Ic. 


Well Mr, Pickthank this is vaſtly pretty; 
» Here gon affect to be both wiſe and witty ; 

But if to think ſo, you're at all inclin'd, 

Your Mary, Love, is of another Mind. 3 
| D Decent 

(*) Matt. xvi, 19. and xviii. 18. 0 John XX. 23. 

(m) There were Mimickers of the Apoſtles in their own Time; who 
without the ſame Authority or Ability, took upon them to caſt out evil 
Spirits, ſaying, ** We adjure you by Jesvs whom Paul preacheth:“ But 
the Devil made ſhort work with theſe Yagabonds : He confounded them by 
a Queſtion, and then chaſtiſed them for their Inſolence. “ ſeſus (ſays he) 


1 know, and Paul I know; but who are TE And the Man, in whom the 
evil Spirit was, leaped upon them, and overcame them: ſo that they fled out 


of that Houſe naked and wounded,” Acts xix, 1316, Let as 
take the Hint, and interrogate every ſuch preſumptuous, Sin-forgiving, Soul- 
damning modern Son of Sceva, Art thou an Apoſtle *=Not—By what 
Authority then doſt then theſe Things? And who gave thee this Autho- 
rity ? MUM What Sign ſheweſt thou then, that we may believe thee ?=— 
MUM They are confounded! It were well if they were E d alſo, But 
why do we look for Impoſſibilities ? 


Fg 


[O00 
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Decay black Garments are no whers forbid ; 

Don't tell me then what the Apoſtles. did 

did not wear : —Suppofe t were hlus, or brown, 

Or any Colour fold in Country Town © 

Through which they paſs'd—perbaps it might be @, 

As they were all Rinerants, you know ; 

But how can any Man of common Senfe, 

Argue againſt bath Gowns, or Coats, from thence ? 

Scripture arms, and this I therefore grant, | 

Paul ſuffer'd Nakedneſs, and ſometimes Want 3 (: "I 

But though, perhaps, he wore a ragged Coat, ; 

And Shoes, or Sandals, barely worth a Groat; 

Do you expect theſe GN] EER to go 

In ragged Clothes, and ſuffer Hunger too? 

If they muſt eopy Paul, or Jude, or James, 

In wearing colour d Garments ; then it feems 

*T were ſometimes "__ to wear (which ſtrange to 
tell is) 

Old ragged Clothes, and preach with empty Bellies. 

But, Love, though you this Doctrine ſhould . 

In England, Scotland, Ireland, Spain, or F rancey | 

Each Year, from January to December, 

I tell you now. and beg you to remember, 

They never will do that—nor is it meet, 

*Till they've no black to wear nor bread to eat. 

And though ſome graceleſs Men pervert the Uſe 

Of ſacerdotal Garments, this abuſe 7 

Cannot be charg'd on pious, godly Men, 

With any Shew of Truth ;—be moderate then, 

And make a diff'rence, which you ſhould do, rather 

Than lump, and fo condemn them altogether. 


Piovs. 


- Love, were your mind but more compos'd and ſteady s 
You muſt remember, this I've done already. 


I faid, 


(*) 2 Cor, xi, 27. 


S 


* 
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I faid, * The Reaſon why ſome Preachers do it 
Is clear to me”—and then begg'd leave to ſhew it. 
Now ſome, you know, dear good miſtaten Soul, 
Moſt clearly means a Part, and not the whole. 
I always thought, and muſt in Candour ſay, 
With pious Men *tis CusTom leads the Way: 
They don't wear &/ach, that People may adore them, 
But, cauſe the FAxrnhERS wore black Clothes before 


them. 
Such Miniſters, however would do well, 


Againſt that Tyrant Cus rox to rebel: 
Oppoſe Deceivers, (o) in this crafty Frolic, 
And dreſs, as well as preach, more Apaffolic. 


Finic. 


'Tis but a little while ago, you faid, 
I from the Point in hand, at that Tine ſtray'd: 
That I did fo, I readily allow; 
But who has wander'd from their Subject now? 


PF 


Provs. 


6 Your Huſband, Love, I own, but *twas your Clatter 
That drew me off, to this extraneous Matter. 


FINIc. 


You're a true Son of Adam, I perceive, 
You lay the Blame on ze, as he on Eve; 


Whereas, the Fault's entirely your own ; 
*T'was you that could not let his Clothes alone. 


Had you proceeded, as you ought, without it; 
I'm ſure I had not ſaid a Word about it. 


Piovs. 


(+) Tech. xiii. 4. Matt. vii. 15. 
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Provs, 


No matter who's to blame, or you or I; 
We'll ſay no more of that, but paſs it by: 
Becauſe I wiſh juſt now to ſay a Word 
To that Expreſſion, ſure the moſt abſurd 
That Man could uſe, if we its import trace 
I mean, abuſing, Love, the Day of Grace: 
Speaking on which now mind me if you pleaſe, 
He ſeem'd to have, I think, theſe wild Ideas; 
That every Man in Lands of Goſpel Light, 
Hath each a Day of Grace, wherein he might 
Work out his own Salvation, if diſpos'd, 

And God is waiting *till that Day is clos'd ; 
Which, being paſt, and unimprov'd, that Man 
Is given up of Gop ; he never can 

Be ſav'd; although he after live for Years, 

And ſeeks that Blefling carefully with Tears, 


FiNn1c, 


There never, ſure, was ſuch a cavilling Creature 
Found upon Earth, as you—nor ſuch a Rater, 
Does not Paul, writing to the Hebrews, ſay, 
Again Gop limiteth a certain Day?“ (p) 
And then exhorts to hearken to his Voice, 
And make of CHRIST, and Heav'n the happy Choice 
Before that Day is paſt ;—ſubmiſlive bow, 
And own, for once, that you're miſtaken now : 
Nor call thoſe wild Ideas, pray be exhorted, 


Which are by this plain Scripture well ſupported, 


Priovus. 


The Day intended, when Paul thus addreſt 
The Hebrews, is a certain Day of Re/t; () 
Of 


(e) Heb, iv, 7. (4) ver, 1, 5, 8. 
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Of Reſt from Burdens, then become habitual; : 

I mean, the Burdens of the Jewiſh Ritual ; | 

Compar'd with which, CHRIST ſays, whoſe Words are 
right, 

His Yoke is eaſy, and his Burden's light, (r) 

The Iſraelites, *tis plain, my dear, were led 

To Canaan's Land, by Joſhua(s) their Head: 

Where they, as Gop had promis'd, did poſſeſs 

Reſt from their Troubles, in the Wilderneſs 3 

But not that Reſt, which he in David ſpake of, 

And which Believers, every where, partake of, 

Were that the Caſe, then God, as Paul doth ſay, 

Had not there ſpoken of another (t) Day. 

When.Car1s5T, that glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, (u) 

Aroſe, the Gentile Lands (x) with Light to bleſs, 

Which long had ſat in Darkneſs; then began 

This certain Day of God's free Grace to Man : 

The Day which Prophets (5) ſpake of, long before; 

And which will laſt, till time ſhall be no more. 

Salvation: Day is ow, (z) in every Clime 

Where ChRisr is preach'd; and this th* accepted 
Time: 

Therefore, the Day of Grace can ne'er be paſt 

With any, whilſt the Day of Life ſhall laſt. 

To him that aſks, (a) free Pardon ſhall be given; 

That praying Soul's a Favourite of Heaven; (b) 

And he that ſeeks, (c) however vile, ſhall find 

That Gop is faithful, merciful, and kind. 

So he that knocks, though late, (4) his Lord doth ſhew 
him, : 

The Door of Mercy ſhall be open'd to him. 

Looking, 


(ex) Matt, zi. 28-30. (:) Deut. iii. 22-29. Heb, iv, $. called 
Jeſus. (e) Heb. iv. 8. (u) Mal. iv. 2. (x) Matt. iv. 12—16. 
Luke ii. 32. ()] Ifa. xlii. 6. Zech. iii, *-10, (x) 2 Cor, vi. 2. 
(a) Matt. vii. y, 8. (6) Ads ix. 11, 15, c. Iſa. Iv. 6. 7, Matt. 
xii, 31» Mark iii. 29, 1 Cor, yi, 9-11. (4) Luke xi, 5—13. 
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Looking, by Faith, to Cukter's ating Blood; 09 
And, making Him his only Way (/) to Gop: 
He finds Acceptance, (g) is with Pardon bleft ; 
And ſo, beheving, enters into Reſt, (Y) 


Finic, 


can't one Scripture mention, Mercy on me! 
But you pervert the Senſe, and wreſt it from me, 
However, Huſband, take this by the way, 
I'm not oblig'd to credit all you fay : 
For tho”, I own, your Anſwer's very ſhrewd ; 
Yet give me leave to ſay, I muſt conclude 
A Man ſo ſtudious, with ſuch Tutors too, 
Muft needs know Scripture, better far than vou: 
And therefore I affirm, in Terms moſt ſtrong, 
That his Ideas were right, and yours are wrong. 


Provs. 


Don't be ſo poſitive, but ſearch the Word, (i) 
Wich earneſt Supplication to the Loxn, 

That he would give you Light, and fix your Faith, 
On what his Spirit (4) in the Scriptures ſaith ; 
You'll not be eaſily deceived then, 

By Sleight, and cunning Craftineſs of Men: (I) 
Even though that Craft and Cunning's found to be 
With Don, your Favourite —or, ſuppoſe with me. 


FIN IC. 


In you, that Scripture's verify'd, confeſs; 
« The Wife is ta'en in his own Craftineſs.“ (n 
You, all along, have for a Fool been branding 


This Youth—he wanted common Underſtanding :_ 
Now 


(e) Rom. iii. 25. Eph. i. 7. (J) John xiv. [c) Acts x, 35, 43. 
() Heb, iv. 3. (i) Acts zwi. 11. (I) 2 . iii. 16, 17. 2 Pet, 


i. 21, (1) Eph. iv. 14. (m) Job Ve Iz. 


* 


And will, in time, become a Firſt- rate Preacher. 


1 
Now you ſuggeſt, he's a ſly, crafty Man; 
Pray reconcile theſe Ideas, if you can; 
If not, you ſtand expos'd to Ridicule, 


Till you produce a cunning, craſiy Foot. 


Provus. 


Behold the Man — tis Don, your reverend Brother 
In one Senſe crafty, foolith in another. 
Crafty, in courting Reverence and Eſteem; 
A Fool, unlearn'd in Scripture, it ſhould feem. 
Corrupt in mind, (n) and as th' Apoſtle faith, 
Devoid of all true Judgment in the Faith: (o) 
Though CnrisT's Ambaſſador you may him call ; 
He manifeſts his Folly unto al} 
Who're taught of Gor, who walk in Cnxisr the Way; 
Believe his Goſpel, and 2 ſame obey." 


Finic. 


Well, call him Foal, ar Knave, « or ;whes you will: 
I ſaid before, and fo I muff ſay ſtill, | 
In Spite oi all your Sarcaſms, Wit, and Satire, 
Falſe Gloſſes, Pride, Perverſeneſs, and ill- nature; 
He is an able, pious, learned Teacher; 


PIO Us. Of 


Love, you miſtake—you're an unſkilful Pleader ; 


At beſt, he can but be a firſt-rate Reader, 
Reading's not preaching—here you can't prevail, 
Your Expectations therefore needs muſt fail, 


Fine; 


(* 1 Tim. vi. 5 (o) 2 Tim. iii. 3, 9. Margin. 
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Frinic, 


Reading, I ſay, is preaching—where's the Man 
That dares deny it; or that thinks he can? 
I'd rate him for his Ignorance ſeverely, 
And prove it by the Scripture very clearly, 
« Moſes have thoſe that preach him (there tis ſaid) 
In Synagogues, being every Sabbath read. (p. 
You cannot charge me here with uttering Fiction: 
The Proof is clear, beyond all Contradiction. 


Prous: 


The Text produc'd, proves ſomething, it is true; 
But what ?—that Ignorance is found with you : 
For, Jewiſh Doctors in their Ritual grounded, 
Firſt read the Law, and then, the ſame expounded ; 
Acts quite diſtinct, which you (here lays the blame) 
Confound, as if you thought they were the ſame. 
Conforming to this Practice, Caur1sT our Lord, 
Stood up among them, for to read (q)the Word 
Which, having read, he clos'd the Book, and then 
Return'd it to the Miniſter again; 
Sat down, as was the Cuſtom in their teaching, 
And then proceeded to inſtruct by preaching. - 
Began to /ay, (r) not read, (tis here you blunder) 
Such gracious Words, as fill'd them all with Wonder. 


* 


FIN Ic. 


I with the laaruad Doctor STRUT were here, 
Or Docter RRAbER— they would make it clear 
That reading's preaching, if not preaching reading, 
And well eſtabliſh that, for which I'm pleading. 
| You 


(p) Ant x, 21, (2) Luke iv, 16-20. () ver, 21, 22. 


— 
Nn 
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You think they cannot, I ſuppoſe, you may ſo : 
But ſure I am, I've often heard them ſay ſo: 
And my Opinion is (you can't amove it) 
They'd not afſert it, if they could not prove it. 


Provus. 


That's your Miſtake—theſe Sons of Ink and Paper, 
Who of ſuperior Senſe and Learning vapour ; | 
Aſſert juſt what they pleaſe, to ſerve a turn; 

But aſk for Prof, they're ſure to give you none. 

Paul left his Parchments, Books, and Cloak behind 

At Troas, as in Timothy (s) we find. 

Theſe Books, ſome Men aſſert, (Don's Couſin-Ger- 
mans) | 

Were Claſſic Authors, and the Parchments, Sermons. 

And all for what? To juſtify, the Fact is, 


Their heathniſb Studies, and their reading Practice. 


FiNI1c. 


There's no ſuch thing as knowing what to do, 
With ſuch a crafty Sophiſter as you. 
Quirking, and quibbliny, in your artful Way, 
You quite get rid of every Thing I ſay: 
And all my Words, fo twiſt and turn about, 
I own, my Patience is almoſt worn out. 
But, notwithſtanding all your Craft and Cunning, 
Reviling Language, canting, ſneering, punning 
I feel myſelf as much attach'd as ever, 
To this dear Youth—he's ſo exceeding clever, 
So wiſe, ſo learned, I almoſt adore him; 
There's ſcarce a Preacher to be nam'd before him, 
And I muſt add, in ſpite of all Diſputers, 
Refles peculiar Honour on his Tutors, 


E Piovs, 


(8) 2 Tim, iv, 13+ 


(4) 


Priovus. 


Beware, my dear, how you ſuch nonſenſe broach; 
Honour is not reflected, but Reproach. 
You muſt allow, (ar leaſt the Truth is ſuch) 
Doctor Knew- LitTLE could not teach him much, 
Something, I own, he's learn'd of old GRIMACR; 
But what? To put on a diſſembling Face: 

To fmile, when he of heavenly Joys would tell; 
Look ſolemn, when his Paper treats of Hell. 

Juſt as a PLAYER, that by Rules of Art, 
Performs a tragic, or a comic Part. 

And alſo, it may clearly be diſcern'd 

To their Diſgrace, that he hath further learn'd, 
Of Doctor STRUT, Pompeſity and Pride, 

And how, lay godly Preachers to deride : 

Of Doctor Re avs, (laſt of theſe queer Teachers) R 
To hate, or envy all extempore Preachers; 

And when he reads, by Light of Day, or Taper, 
Always to keep his Eyes upon his Paper. 

Now, if this hopeful, well- inſtructed Blade, 

Is one of be theſe Doctors ever made: 

Think how completely then, the Churches muſt 
Be plagu'd, with all their midling ſort, and wor/t, 


FINIC. 


Your flandering Tongue, I fear, will never fail; 
The more I ſay, the more you rant and rail, 
I could reply ; but when I think again, 
Twould but provoke you, to increaſe your Sin: - 
And as, from all you've ſaid, I plainly ſee, 
It is not poſſible we ſhould agree; | 
I really wiſh, though I have much in Store, | | 
To drop the Subject here, and ſay no more. 


Piovs, 


fl 35-] 


Piriovs, 


Your charge of ſland'ring, ranting, railing, muſt 
On cool refleQion, ſure, appear unjuſt. 
Nor am I conſcious. (therefore not afraid) 
Of having finn'd, in any thing I've ſaid 
In this Diſpute ;—but as you wiſh, my dear, 
So I conſent to cloſe the Subject here. 
But, though in Sentiment concerning Don, 
His Doctrine, and his Tutors, we're not one; 
I would propoſe, (and ſure conſent you may) 
Let us henceforward, from this very Day, 
Aeree to differ, and unite in Love, 
Whilſt travelling on to perfect Light above; 
Where Error, (only known to ſinful Worms) 
Where Prejudice, in all its hateful Forms: 
Where all Miſtakes, to which we're ſubje& here, 
Shall never enter; - never can appear. 
Where Jars and Diſcord will for ever ceaſe 3 
And all be perfect Harmony and Peace. 


FINIS. 


T like your Propoſition well ſo then, 
To ſhew my full Conſent, I ſay Amen, 


ITT 


Prous and Finic, having now quite ended 
Their long Debate—my Pace I quickly mended, 
Pleas'd that J left the Pair, (with others round them) 
In better Humour than at firſt I found them, 
My little Cor juſt now appear'd in View, 
Which having enter'd, I at once withdrew ; 


Sat 


v. 
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| It 36. 7 N 
Sat down, and calmly, with Deliberation, 
Penn'd all their entertaining Converſation 
In order to preſent it, at my leiſure, 
To public. View, becauſe it gave me Pleaſure, _ *” 
This having done, with all its ImperfeRions, > nO 
I leave the Reader to his own * | 
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ö Sat down, and calmly, with Deliberation, 
Penn'd all their entertaining Converſation 
| In order to preſent it, at my leiſure, | 
| To public View, becauſe it gave me Pleaſure, © 
' 'This having done, with all its Imperfections, 50 a 
I leave the Reader to his own Reflections. 
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